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Trinamool leader Nirmal Maji refers dog to SSKM hospital 
for hemo-dialysis 
The dog reportedly belonged to one of Dr Nirmal Maji's relatives. Maji is the president of the 
state Medical Council and heads the West Bengal chapter of the Indian Medical Association. 
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Dialysis for a dogâ€¦ well almost. But it's not at any veterinary hospital, but at the 
SSKM Hospital in Kolkata, meant for the homo sapiens and managed by the state 
government. However, that extraordinary dialysis was not carried out after 
protestations by a visiting doctor and others at the hospital who red-flagged the 
idea, citing lack of expertise and also chances of infections. 
 
It all began when Dr Nirmal Maji - an influential Trinamool Congress leader - 
referred the dog to the SSKM hospital, seeking its dialysis. The dog reportedly 
belonged to one of Maji's relatives. Maji - who is the president of the state Medical 
Council and heads the West Bengal chapter of the Indian Medical Association - 
reportedly sought a hemo-dialysis for the dog. He referred the dog to the 
nephrology department of SSKM Hospital on June 10. Heeding to Maji's request, 
nephrology department head Dr Rajendra Pandey forwarded the matter to 
hospital's director Dr Pradeep Mitra, who had no qualms in honouring Maji's 
request. 
 
The note that arrived at the table of Mitra reportedly read: "An unidentified dog 
advised for hemo-dialysis." Mitra was also asked by Maji to expedite the dog's 
treatment. However, the doctors at the hospital and the visiting consultant Dr 



Arpita Chowdhury objected to the whole proposal. 
 
Justifying his action Maji said: "The dog is cute. It was suffering for the past three 
months. So, I sought help from the SSKM authorities."  West Bengal Minister of 
State for Health Chandrima Bhattacharya told Mail Today: "I will not comment on 
the incident. I don't know anything about it. You better ask the doctors of the 
hospital concerned about the issue. They should explain." 
When asked whether SSKM Hospital was equipped to treat a dog, the minister 
said, "I am not a doctor. So I can't really comment on it." 
 
Meanwhile, CPI-M politburo member Suryakanta Mishra, who was the West 
Bengal health minister during the previous Left Front government, took a jibe at 
Maji. "So far as I know Nirmal Maji is a doctor for humans. He is not a veterinary 
expert. But he has forgotten that SSKM Hospital is a state-run hospital where 
humans are treated, and not the domestic animals of his relatives," Mishra said. 


