
Ahmedabad: BJ Medical Col-
lege authorities are not only
grappling with ragging by
males but also females. The BJ
College authorities have found
that the seniors were forcing
the juniors to do petty jobs like
making tea after midnight,
washing their clothes or even
get photocopies of the docu-
ments.

The authorities said that in
order to bring about a check on
the ragging in the undergradu-
ate course, the authorities had
appointed a group of female
students who were to see that
the juniors who were admitted
in the first year of MBBS were
saved from ragging.

However, the authorities
were shocked when they car-
ried out the reality check and
found that the same group of

Medical College said, “We had
implemented the system last
year, but we found that the se-
niors were asking the juniors
to do petty jobs. The junior girls
also complained that when
they threatened to complaint,
they said that the authorities
would not hear their plea as the
authorities had asked them to
take care and prevent ragging.
We have decided not to imple-
ment the same.”

that even the seniors would eat
away the snacks which the ju-
nior brought.

The issue came to light
when the authorities decided
to implement the same in the
post-graduate courses. Howev-
er, the officials said that the sit-
uation was that the BJ Medical
College authorities were them-
selves withdrawing the sys-
tem.

Bharat Shah, the dean of BJ

girls who were asked to see that
no ragging took place were
themselves involved in ragging
the juniors.

Officials said that when the
juniors were taken into confi-
dence and were asked they re-
vealed that late in the night, the
seniors would ask them to go
and wash their clothes or even
make tea for them. The stu-
dents complained that during
the day they were asked not 
only to copy down the notes but
were even asked them to go out
and get photocopies of these
notes. The officials pointed out

Bharat.Yagnik@timesgroup.com

Female medicos at BJ not behind boys in ragging juniors 

Ahmedabad: Just how
large block of pastoral land
meant for cattle feed is writ-
ten off by the state govern-
ment for private mining pur-
poses has been exposed by a
visually-challenged RTI ac-
tivist Ratna Ala from Rang-
pur village in Junagadh. Ide-
ally any ‘change of use’ of
such land has to be approved
by the state government, but
in this case the Wankaner
mamlatdar allowed the
mining company to extract
black trap, a 
minor mineral from the
land. 

The mining permission
given involves revenue sur-
vey number 206, which is a
pastoral land as per the Raj-
kot district revenue records. 

There at least seven reve-
nue plots under the ‘206’ se-
ries as per records. 

“There are Supreme
Court rulings that has pro-
hibited pastoral land to be
given away for mining. Then
how can a mamlat-
dar supersede such
court orders and
the state govern-
ment,” says Ala,
who was at Mahiti
Adhikar Gujarat
Pehel (MAGP) RTI
week workshop 
at Kochrab Ash-
ram. 

Ala’s earlier ap-
plication has al-
ready made the gov-
ernment fine two other
companies for illegal mining
in Wankaner
taluka. 

Ala in this case could see
how the natural resources in
his village were being mined
illegally and the culprits
scooping out moram, a par-

ticular kind of soft gravel
from the grazing land.

Earlier, Ala had
used RTI to get
roads and drinking
water to his village. 

He was elected
as deputy 
sarpanch in 2012 af-
ter which he start-
ed the crusade
against illegal
mining. 

Ala was award-
ed the Rahul Man-
gaonkar award for

RTI use by The Times of In-
dia in 2009. 

Sources in the geology
and mining department said
they receive around 10-15
complaints of illegal mining
daily through written 
communication and the
helpline.

Blind man uses
RTI to expose

land scam 

Ala was awarded the Rahul
Mangaonkar award for RTI use
by The Times of India in 2009
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P Setting an example 
of swachhata   

More than 850 
employees of a 
private firm recently 
held a mega-cleaning 
drive on their campus 
in the city and other 
regional offices.

Indo-German amity 
at work 

The German House for 
Research and 
Innovation is holding 
an exhibition at NID, 
Gandhinagar to reflect 
cooperation between 
India and Germany.

Competition for a 
green cause   

FICCI ladies wing has 
organized a ‘green’ 
installation contest at 
IIM-A new campus, to 
create a network of 
people passionate 
about eco-friendliness.

Ashleshaa Khurana

M aine aisa nritya pahle kabhi nahi 
dekha! (I have never seen such a dance 
before),” said Indira Gandhi after 

watching a performance by the Maher Raas 
Mandal in Porbandar during her visit in 1967. 
This prestigious dance group, whose members 
are the descendants of  those who performed 
before Indira Gandhi in 1967, has been chosen 
for a show at Rashtrapati Bhavan on October 
17 this Navratri.

The Maher Raas Mandal is famous for a 
much-celebrated raas form taught over gen-
erations for more than 300 years.

“My father taught me the Maniyaro Raas,” 
said Mandal president Ranabhai Sida. “It is a 
calibrated dance form that teaches steps syn-
chronised with music beats passed from gen-
eration to generation.” Sida’s talented group 

has given performances the world over, includ-
ing London, Russia, and Japan.

A victory dance of  warriors, this raas is 
performed alternately with lathis (sticks), and 
swords with shields. It is an ancient form of  
expression among the Rajput Kshatriya com-
munities of  Saurashtra and is popular even 
in Rajkot, Jungadh and Jamnagar. It celebrates 
ecstasy in valour and is performed with folk 
songs such as ‘Shivaji nu Halardu’ and numer-
ous other ‘Hinchh’.

Garba is derived from ‘Garph Deep’ – the 
perforated earthen pot with a lamp within 
signifing embryonic life.

K M Jhaveri writes in his book, ‘The Guja-
ratis’: “It is said that the Shakti cult had a form 
of  ritualistic dance of  fertility where a small 
wooden temple form called Madh was placed 
atop the head of  women who desired children.”

Radha-Krishna tales have traditionally 
been used for raas-lila. The Bhagvad Gita 
states that Krishna performed raas from an 

early age — as early as 6 years — to please 
gopikas. Myths say that in Dwarka, Krishna 
mastered Chhalakaya Gan and became an 
exponent of  music and dance.

According to myth, the credit for promoting 
Garba goes to Usha — wife of  Krishna’s grand-
son, Anirudhha. Usha was taught ‘lasya nritya’ 
– a graceful and lyrical garba — by Goddess 
Parvati and the former taught it to the local 
people of  Gujarat.

Q Why this controversy surrounding your 
election as president of WMA?

A This is the first time an Indian would take 
over as President of WMA since its inception 

in 1947. I was elected as president in 2009 and it 
has taken so many years of struggle to finally 
come to the finishing line. Yet, a small section of 
western lobby in the medical profession, that has 
perpetual malice and bias against non-whites, is 

coming in my way. They are making 
all attempts to prevent a duly-

elected Indian from 
heading WMA. They 

are also using the 
western media to 
scuttle what is 
inevitable. But I am 

not worried really 
as doctors world 
over would see 

through the game. 
Eventually, truth will 
prevail. Indian 

Medical Association 
and myself are fully 

prepared for 
Moscow.

Q You are blaming the western lobby now but who was after you in 2010?

A Some vested interests with the support of government machinery wished to dismantle the elected Medical Council of India 
(MCI) and so they targeted me. After I was taken into custody on April 22, 2010, within 3 weeks an ordinance was 

promulgated on May 15, to supersede the elected MCI without waiting for a report from the investigating agency with a board 
of governors comprising six retired government officials and private practitioners who were hand-picked by the then 
government. Various lobbies were opposed to the pragmatic initiatives undertaken by the MCI under me, like common entrance 
test at the national level for all medical admissions, screening test for all foreign graduates, code of ethics for doctor-pharma 
company nexus, crackdown on faculty with fake documents and many alike. These were hurting vested interests.

Q If you were elected in 2009 as WMA president, 
why this delay in assuming office?

A I was taken into custody on April 22, 2010 and 
subsequently released. A day before I was 

supposed to leave for Canada on October 9, 2010, to 
take over as WMA president, the MCI received a sketchy 
one-page complaint on fax from one Dr Kunal Saha, an 
NRI from USA. In great haste, the board of governors, 
ignoring the objections raised by some members of the 
MCI’s Ethics Committee, decided to suspend my 
registration and a communication was promptly sent to 
the WMA and Gujarat Medical Council. The MCI also 
asked the CBI to prevent my leaving the country. All this 
was completed in less than 24 hours without following 
any statutory procedures. Interestingly, the 
communication to WMA suggested that the new 
chairman of the MCI be invited to be installed as 
president of WMA. This ridiculous suggestion was of 
course turned down flatly by WMA because I was an 
elected president and the position could not have been 
transferred to any new person heading the MCI. Since 
things didn’t work out after the 2009 elections, WMA 
decided to install me as president for the term starting 
2016. However my registration was never suspended by 
Gujarat Medical Council where I am primarily registered.

Q What is your objective behind 
getting the presidency of WMA?

A World Medical Association, which was 
set up in 1947, has 109 national 

medical associations as its members. This 
includes the US, Germany, Japan, UK, 
European Union, Russia, China, India, Brazil 
etc. It stands for the community of 
physicians and uniformity of their medical 
practice in the larger interest of mankind. It 
lays down ethical standards for medical 
practice all over the world. It also advises 
doctors through associations on 
standardization of practice techniques and 
treatment of different diseases prevalent 
globally and locally. Through discussions by 
its work-groups, council meetings and the 
general assembly, WMA issues appropriate 
statements on global health problems. The 
advocacy of WMA on all these vital aspects 
and issues is taken note of by the World 
Health Organization for their appropriate 
amalgamation in formulation of policies. As 
president of WMA, I will have to preside 
over all its functions and act as its 
ambassador in different international fora 
like WHO, UNICEF, WHPA etc.

Q How exactly can WMA help India and other countries raise 
their human development index?

A The core issue that I would like to address is the self-evident 
‘inequity’ in healthcare in different parts of the world. This 

inequity needs to be bridged, without which the wish to realize 
millennium development goals for global citizens would be utopian. 
Further, on the lines UN’s ‘peace keeping force’, we would strive to 
form a global ‘health keeping force’. There are plenty more 
initiatives, which I would disclose later. With limitation of resources 
and huge populations, the challenges before developing countries 
are substantial. Bridging the inequity and prompting the developed 
world to play the role of an elder brother in terms of liberal extension 
of technology, pharmaceuticals, instrumentation, manpower, 
training and orientation would have good consequences. The 
developed world needs to believe that ‘contingent approach’ needs 
to be replaced by a ‘planned approach’, executed through a concrete 
action plan and actualized in a time-bound manner.

Q But you are controversial because of legal cases against you.

A For a period of two months since April 22, 2010, seven cases came to be registered against me at various 
places on counts of disproportionate assets and corruption. After detailed investigation, the CBI has filed 

closure report in five cases and recently, in the sixth case of Lucknow, charges of corruption and conspiracy were 
dropped by the competent court. Contrary to the stories about my amassing wealth which was being fed to the 
media, only Rs 53,640 in cash was recovered from me and this was not seized. Every penny was found accounted for. 
The Supreme Court has stayed all proceedings in the 7th and the last case.

Dr Ketan Desai

With the World Medical 
Association (WMA) annual 
council meeting scheduled in 
Moscow on October 14-17, 
Ahmedabad-based Dr 
Ketan Desai, former MCI 
chief and WMA’s 
president-elect for 2016, 
is prepared to face 
opposition from a 
western lobby which is 
questioning his past. 
Dr Desai tells 
Bharat Yagnik about his 
determination to 
head the global 
body of 
doctors.

FORMER MCI CHIEF AND 
PRESIDENT-ELECT, WMA

&A
 ‘RACISM IS COMING IN MY WAY’

A Porbandar Garba 
Group, Famous For Its 
Dance Of Warriors, Will 
Perform At Rashtrapati 
Bhavan On Oct 17 

EVERY FACE HAS A STORY

LIFE@24FPS: Dalsukh Gajjar, 70, worked for the past 50 years as a 
projectionist in various movie theatres of the city. He is today a living 
encyclopedia on screening systems of Ahmedabad. He used to work at 
Rupam theatre. “In those days, the audiences were very different,” says 
Gajjar. “They would often dance to some scenes in the films. I often 
replayed hit songs when they shouted ‘once more’.” Gajjar has coped well 
with changing times and moved from traditional to digital projectors. 
Interestingly, neither he nor his family watches movies as a hobby.

Valour salutes birth of new life

The troupe performing Maniyaro Raas; (R) File photo of Indira Gandhi with a troupe member
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