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The high court division bench
headed by Justice Girish Cha-
ndra Gupta on Friday allowed
doctor Kunal Saha to tell the
Supreme Court that his case
could not be heard in the high
court because of lawyers’ boy-
cott of the judge.

Saha on Friday wanted to
moveapetitiontochallengethe
validity of the state govern-
ment conferring Banga Bhu-
shan on physician Sukumar
Mukherjee on the ground that
the veteran doctor, along with
others, had been held responsi-
ble by the Supreme Court for
thedeathof Saha’swife.

TheMamata Banerjee gov-
ernment had awarded Banga
Bhushan toMukherjee inMay

2014.
The Supreme Court had on

October 24, 2013, asked AMRI
Hospitals and threedoctors, in-
cludingMukherjee, to payover
Rs 11 crore to theUS-baseddoc-
tor, whose wife Anuradha had
died during a trip to India in
1998.Anuradhawas then29.

The Bar Association of
Calcutta High Court, the lar-
gest organisationof lawyers at
the court, had on Wednesday

adopted a resolution to boycott
the division bench headed by
JusticeGupta, accusinghimof
misbehaving with a senior
lawyer.Thegrouphasvowedto
continue the boycott till the
judge apologises.

Saha appeared for his peti-
tion in person. As lawyers are
boycotting Justice Gupta’s
court, no one appeared for the
government.

Justice Gupta said: “Mr

Saha, nobody appeared for the
respondents. How can I hear
the case?”

Saha said: “My lord, I am
coming from the US to fight
my case here.... Now I have to
go to the Supreme Court and
convey to itwhat is going on at
Calcutta High Court. We peo-
ple should not suffer because
of the lawyers.”

Justice Gupta said: “You
have the liberty to do so. If you
want to record your version,
we can record it in an order.”

Saha said: “I am ready to
recordmyversion.”

The bench passed an order
recording Saha’s version.

An apex court ruling has
barred lawyers from taking
part in any boycott, strike or
ceasework in courts.
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Boycotthits
doctorcase

Witnesses back duo’s charge
OURSPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

The police have come across
severalwitnesses to the July 21
incident at the Rashbehari Av-
enuecrossing,allof whomhave
apparently said that an auto-
rickshawoperatorhadattacked
afather-daughterduoinsteadof
theotherwayround.

“We have spoken to at least
20 people, all of whom have
corroborated the allegation of
the father and the daughter,”
an officer of Tollygunge police
station said.

Theduohavementioned in

their complaint that an auto
operator, Surojit Das, had pul-
led the father by the collar and
punched him and dragged the
daughter by her wrists. The
duo’s crime was that they had
asked why autos were not ply-
ing till Behala.

Das, who was arrested
basedonthecomplaint,haslod-
gedacounter-complaint,accus-
ing theduoof attackinghim.

“We are pursuing the oper-
ator’s complaint and talking to
peoplebut the result is going in
favour of the father and the
daughter,” theofficer said. “We
are yet to come across a single

personwhohas seen the father
and thedaughter attackDas.”

Sources at the police sta-
tion said investigators would
close the case related to the op-
erator’s complaint shortly as
the allegation appears to be
baseless.

When asked whether any
action would be taken against
Das for lodging a false com-
plaint, the police said they
would not do anything on
their own.

“Wewill submit a report to
the court citing our findings.
We will do whatever the court
says,” the officer said.

A senior officer at Lal-
bazar, who is not involved in
the case, said: “The police can
seek the court’s permission to
act against someone who has
lodged a false complaint. But
such a permission is unlikely
to be sought in this case asDas
is a Trinamul activist.”

While the father and the
daughter were on their way to
Tollygunge police station to
lodge a complaint, around 40
men, all claiming to be Trina-
mul activists, threatened to
get the duo arrested in a false
case if they reported the mat-
ter to the police.


