
 

Healthcare corruption in India hits 
international headlines 
 
Rema Nagarajan,TNN | Mar 11, 2015, 07.06 PM IST 

 

 

NEW DELHI: It is not medical tourism but the topic of corruption that is hogging all 

healthcare news headlines from India internationally in recent months. Major publications 

published stories about rampant corrupt practices and the fight to make healthcare 

providers accountable.  

 

Even as Prime Minister, Narendra Modi and the health minister claimed that there would 

be a crackdown on corruption, scams have been surfacing one after another in every aspect 

of the healthcare system in India from medical education to patients being looted through 

unnecessary procedures and diagnostics tests even in large reputed corporate hospitals.  

 

The latest news outlet to run a story about medical malpractice is the National Public Radio 

in the US which carried a story last week about Dr Kunal Saha who won a record 

compensation of Rs 11.4 crore for a case of medical negligence that resulted in his wife's 

death. The story was about the protracted legal battle he had to fight over 15 years right 

before the Apex Court granted him the record compensation. He has used the money to set 

up a non-profit called People for Better Treatment to fight against medical malpractice.  

 

Most of the stories including the ones carried in the New York Times and the Wall Street 

Journal and many other online news outlets were hinged on a series of articles carried by 

the reputed British Medical Journal (BMJ). The journal has been running a series of stories 

on corruption in healthcare in general with special focus on India. From May last year the 

journal has carried almost a dozen articles on various kinds of corruption in different 

sectors of healthcare starting from the rot in the Medical Council of India, the regulating 

body for doctors and scams in admission to private medical colleges to embezzlement of 

public health funds and the influence of the pharmaceutical companies on doctors and their 

prescriptions.  

 

"Public or private, India's health care system is largely unregulated," pointed out the 



Guardian, UK, in an article which looked at health systems in different countries, both 

developing and developed. It also referred to a hugely privatised healthcare system that 

pushed 39 million people into poverty every year from medical expenses.  

 

Such sustained coverage both in India and abroad had resulted in many doctors who 

support rational and ethical practice of medicine going public about the rot in the system. 

They pointed out that the bulk of healthcare in India delivered through the private sector 

continues to be unregulated and those caught in cases of corruption are rarely brought to 

book. 
 


