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S
AMAJWADI Party (SP)
supremo Mulayam
Singh Yadav and his son

and Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Akhilesh Yadav on Satur-
day made balanced political
statements during their trip to
Ahmedabad to attend a wed-
ding event of former Medical
Council of India (MCI) chief
Ketan Desai’s son.

While the father criticised
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, junior Yadav, as a part
of protocol, paid a courtesy
visit to Chief Minister
Anandiben Patel and ex-
changed gifts.

Soon after landing at
Ahmedabad airport, Mu-
layam Singh Yadav told the
mediapersons that from this
trip on they would begin tak-
ing dig at the Modi govern-
ment. “He (Modi) had said
that he will fulfil promises in
six months. We remained
quite for six months. But
now we will speak,” said sen-
ior Yadav.

“The biggest of all prom-
ises was of giving employ-
ment to youths. But he has so
far failed to do so,” he added.
However, in the same breath,

he also said that the PM is a
hard-working person. “He
(Modi) does hard work and
remains among the people.
But he has failed to fulfil his
promises,” he said

Over the issue of the forg-
ing family ties with Lalu
Prasad, former UP CM said,
“It is a personal matter. It
can’t be related to politics.
And, earlier too, we have
worked for the same party
for years. I used to visit to Bi-
har as a colleague when he
was CM.”

Replying to quaries on
forming a third front, Mu-
layam Singh said, “The BJP
has come to power because of
someone’s weakness. But the
SP has not gone weak. Seats
may have reduced, but our

voting percentage has not
gone down. We have main-
tained our strong position.”

He also said that the Gu-
jarat government should
come forward to help the
woman from Vadodara who
had put herself on sale on so-
cial networking site.

Meanwhile, UP CM
Akhilesh Yadav met
Anandiben Patel at her office
in Gandhinagar. For the
meeting that lasted for more
than an hour, an official re-
lease by the Gujarat Informa-
tion Department said, “UP
CM Akhilesh Yadav paid a
courtesy visit to the CM”.

Akhilesh Yadav, maintain-
ing that they were in Ahmed-
abd for a private function, re-
fused to make any comment. 
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Mulayam takes a dig at Modi, Akhilesh meets Anandiben

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav
meets his counterpart Anandiben Patel in
Gandhinagar on Saturday.

Samajwadi Party chief Mulayam Singh 
Yadav at Sardar Patel International Airport 
on Saturday. The father-son duo visits
Ahmedabad to attend a wedding event of
former Medical Council of India chief Ketan
Desai’s son. JAVED RAJA

AHMEDABAD: Several top po-
litical leaders attended the “pre-
wedding event” of former MCI
chairman Ketan Desai’s daughter
here on Saturday.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav, his father and
Samajwadi party supremo Mu-
layam Singh Yadav and his
younger brother Shivpal Singh,
who is also the party general sec-
retary, were among the guests.

Andhra Pradesh CM Chan-
drababu Naidu arrived late to the

event held at a party plot on SG
Highway and left in about 10
minutes, sources said. State Op-
position leader Shankersinh
Vaghela also attended the event.

Desai’s daughter Erika is get-
ting married to Kunal, son of Dr
Kirit Patel who belongs to central
Gujarat.

Working as head of the Urol-
ogy Department at the BJ Med-
ical College since 1983, Desai as
MCI president was arrested by
the CBI along with two other

doctors on allegations of having
accepted a bribe.

Subsequently, he was re-
moved from the post of head of
Urology Department of Ahmed-
abad’s BJ Medical College as also
from membership of the Gujarat
University senate. However, he
was reinstated after a court order
in 2013 and also retained his
senate seat. Desai has been
elected to the senate of Gujarat
University since over four
decades. ENS

Top brasses attend ex-MCI chief son’s wedding

LUCKNOW: In a bid to attract
tourists from Uttar Pradesh to
Gujarat, the tourism corpora-
tion of the western state has
opened an office in Lucknow.
The office of Tourism Corpora-
tion of Gujarat Limited (TCGL)
was on Saturday inaugurated
by its Chairman Kamlesh Patel. 

“We will continue to aggres-
sively market Gujarat as a
tourist destination in India as
well as abroad. To further
strengthen our efforts in this di-
rection, we have introduced a
public-private partnership
model whereby tour operators,
both from within and outside

Gujarat, can register with TCGL
through its website,” Patel said. 

“The private operators can
now also showcase their pack-
ages on the Gujarat Tourism
website, which will be offered
to the tourists visiting Gujarat,”
he added.

ENS, PTI

State tourism corporation opens office in UP


