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No permission for BJP:Kolkata Police
refused  to allow the BJP  to hold its
Utthan Divas rally near Victoria
House on 30 Nov on the ground that
it didn't  have KMC and  fire  clear-
ance. BJP to move HC on 24 Nov. P17

LPG subsidy:Govt is considering doing
away with LPG subsidy for the well-
off, FM said on Friday. “The next
important decision India will have to
take is whether people like me...(are)
entitled to get LPG subsidy.” P14

26/11 canine hero dies:A Labrador
Retriever, which served as a detection
dog with Mumbai Police and had
sniffed out four live bombs and 17 hand
grenades during the 26/11 terror
attacks, died after prolonged illness.

Hyderabad airport: The Telangana
House adopted a resolution asking the
Centre for a status quo on naming the
domestic terminal at Hyderabad air-
port after NTR. Civil Aviation Min-
ister said decision was taken in 1999.

Pak protest over firing: Pakistan
lodged a protest with India over
alleged ceasefire violation in Pandu
Sector along the LoC that killed a sol-
dier and asked India to restrain its
security forces on the border.

Army train fire: A major fire broke
out in a special Army train, damag-
ing a general coach completely, as it
was about to arrive in New Jalpaig-
uri station (NJP) near Siliguri on Fri-
day evening.

OUTDOORS
Forecast: Morn mist, later clear sky.
Rainfall Nil
TEMPERATURE
Max: 30.6 (+1); Min: 17.3 (-2)
HUMIDITY 
Max: 87% Min: 82% 
SUNRISE SUNSET
05:54 hrs 16:53 hrs

THUMBNAILS

Mamata Banerjee at Kalyani Central Park during the
TMC conference in Nadia on Friday. ��Dilip Dutta
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
Kolkata, 21 November 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) today
arrested Srinjoy Bose,Tri-
namul Congress Rajya
Sabha MP and editor of
news daily Pratidin fol-
lowing a marathon six-
hour-long interrogation at
its CGO complex in con-
nection with Saradha case.

Charges of criminal
conspiracy (Section 120B
of IPC), misappropria-
tion of funds (406 IPC) and
deriving undue financial
benefits (420 IPC) were
slapped on him.

Mr Bose, who is also
editor of the Trinamul
party organ ~ Jago Bangla
~, arrived at the agency's
office around 10.45 a.m.
and was grilled for the next
six hours by a three-mem-
ber team which eventually
decided to arrest him after
finding discrepancies in
his statements.

The arrest was made
only after a confirmation
from the New Delhi head-
quarters of the agency.

Sources said the three-
member team asked the
MP questions relating to
a deal between his news-
paper Pratidin and Sarad-
ha Group chief Sudipto
Sen owned television news
channel ~ Channel 10.

As part of the busi-
ness deal a sum of Rs 60
lakh was transferred every
month to the accounts of
the newspaper for sharing
of news.

Investigators,however,
believe that Srinjoy had
flaunted his close con-
nections with senior lead-

ers of the ruling party and
allegedly took a huge sum
from the Saradha boss as
"protection money" from
state and Central agencies.

"We also found that a
huge sum of money was
paid to Srinjoy in addition
to the agreed amount.
When we asked him the
details about the unac-
counted money, he first
tried to evade the ques-
tions and then began to
change his statements,"
said a senior official who
was part of the investi-
gation team.

The agency believes
that Srinjoy's arrest will
help them unveil a larg-

er conspiracy in the scam
and expose influential
people who are yet to be
touched. Srinjoy will be
produced in court
tomorrow.

On the other  hand,
state transport minister
Madan Mitra, who was
also summoned by the
CBI,stayed away citing  ill
health.

State minister for tex-
tiles Shyamapada Muk-
herjee and former Tri-
namul MP and senior
Congress leader Somen
Mitra turned up respond-
ing to the summons served
on them.

Terming the summons

on him as "an irony of
fate", Mr Mitra said : "It
was I who wrote a letter
to  SEBI for the betterment
of East Bengal Club, but
the CBI summoned me.We
all know who are the real
culprits, but they are
roaming free while the
Central agency is busy
probing technical aspects
of my letter. I really doubt
the competence of the
CBI," said the Congress
leader emerging out of
the CBI office after hav-
ing been questioned for
about three hours.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
New Delhi, 21 November

Under fire over his bid to
interfere with the CBI
investigation into the high-
profile 2G spectrum scam
case, the CBI director Mr
Ranjit Sinha is also
allegedly embroiled in
similar controversies relat-
ing to other cases being
probed by the premier
agency.

The entry register of
Mr Sinha's official resi-
dence purportedly showed
that a procession of
accused in a wide range
of other cases ~ including
Coalgate scam, Radia
tapes, an alleged hawala
dealer among others ~
had called on the CBI
director as visitors despite
their cases being probed
by the agency.

Such a gallery of
accused included the for-
mer president of the Med-
ical Council of India (MCI),
Dr Ketan Desai,who made
five visits to meet Mr
Sinha. Dr Desai had been
a prime accused in the MCI
bribery and corruption
case. He was arrested by
the CBI for allegedly tak-
ing bribe from a private
medical college in 2010
in lieu of granting it MCI
recognition. He was
booked under various sec-
tions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

In his letter to the Prime
Minister Mr Narendra
Modi on 5 September, the
senior advocate Mr
Prashant Bhushan had
urged the PM to remove
Mr Sinha from the CBI
director's post, alleging
that the latter had sought
to "influence or derail the
investigation/prosecu-

tion"of cases like 2G and
coal scams. In that letter,
a copy of which was also
marked to the Union home
minister Mr Rajnath
Singh, Mr Bhushan had
listed a slew of high-pro-
file accused in a variety of
cases ~ including Dr Desai
~ who had, according to
his house entry register,
visited Mr Sinha.

Mr Bhushan is the
counsel of the Centre for
Public Interest Litigation
(CPIL) on whose applica-
tion a three-judge Supreme
Court Bench, headed by
the Chief Justice H L
Dattu, yesterday removed
the CBI director from the
agency's probe into the 2G
scam, observing that alle-
gations made against him
seemed "prima facie cred-
ible".

With Mr Sinha unlike-
ly to step down despite
demands from various
quarters ~ including par-
ties like the Congress and
the Aam Aadmi Party ~
that he should do so as his
position has now become
"untenable", the govern-
ment might initiate a
probe against him after 2
December when he is
scheduled to retire.

In response to a recent
RTI application filed by a
civil society group, People
for Better Treatment
(PBT), seeking informa-
tion from the CBI about the
meetings between Mr
Sinha and Dr Desai in
view of their "possible
connivance", the CBI
sought to wash its hands
of the matter, claiming
tersely that "No such infor-
mation (of meetings) is
available in the O/o (office
of) Director, CBI".

TURN TO PAGE 05

Worries mount
for cornered
CBI director

SRINJOY ARRESTED
IN SARADHA CASE

NIRENDRA DEV 
nirendelhi@thestatesman.net 
New Delhi, 21 November 

At a time when Prime
Minister Modi is trying
to push a foreign policy
that could generate a
larger role international-
ly for India, the RSS
chief Mr Mohan Bhag-
wat today made a strong
pitch for Hindu organi-
sations and leadership to
play a global role.

Addressing a large
congregation of Hindu
leaders, industrialists
and professionals from
across 40 countries at the
World Hindu Congress,
Mr Bhagwat said the last
2000 years of experi-
ments with western
philosophies of capital-
ism and socialism have
both failed mankind.

“The leadership
based on our (Hindu) val-

ues is required (by the
world).... Let us provide
that leadership.....Let us
demonstrate our capabil-
ities,” RSS chief said in
his inaugural address to
the three-day conference.

Meanwhile, basking
in BJP's spectacular vic-
tory in the Lok Sabha
elections, several Sangh
outfits have made a
strong pitch for compul-
sory introduction of
Sanskrit. VHP patron Mr
Ashok Singhal later in
the day said: “Many
more things will be made
compulsory. This is the
language of our country.

Everything was written
in Sanskrit thousands of
years ago”.

If you want to elimi-
nate it, you want to elim-
inate this country, Sing-
hal said. In his address
giving almost a new defi-
nition to Hinduism, RSS
chief said, “A human
being who sees unity in
every diversity is a real
Hindu”. “Aisa Hindu
samaj ki ajke duniya
mein ayoshekta hae
(Such a Hindu society is
required by the world
today),” he said.

Maintaining that both
capitalism and extreme
socialism have failed, he
said the world is now
awaiting a “third view”
as the experiments so far
failed to keep even a
right balance between
development and envi-
ronment. The western
philosophies and devel-

opment strategies so far
have failed to keep the
“right balance” and here
comes the relevance of
Hindu philosophy, he
said. “Saare duniya ke
chintak kisi tisri paksh
ke pratiksha kar rahe
haean ....sab sochte hae
ek nayi raasta milega
(The world is awaiting
the third alternative to
individual oriented life
style or socialism-based
norms...Everyone is hop-
ing for a new roadmap),”
he said. The RSS chief
and Singhal said, “Hin-
dus have the responsibil-
ity to teach the rest of
the world now”.

Referring to Swami
Vivekananda's famous
words “Arise, Awake and
Stop Not Till The Goal Is
Reached”, the Sangh-
parivar chief said, “We
have to work on values of
oneness of humanity.’’

Saffron push for Sanskrit
����
���
������
��
�����
���
������
���
�����

Hyderabad, 21 November: An
Air Force gunner was
injured and the helicopter
in which he was deployed
to fight a Maoist ambush
also took a serious hit in
Chhattisgarh today.

Maoists opened fire on
a police combing party at
Chintagufa in South
Chhattisgarh injuring at
least five police personnel.
The police team went to the
area on specific informa-
tion of increased Maoist
activity.

Soon after the ambush
the government sum-
moned the Air Force to
help bring the injured
policemen to safety. Dur-
ing this operation the hel-
icopter succeeded in res-
cuing the police force.

But the bigger impact
was that the helicopter
was hit by Maoist bullets
injuring the main gun-
ner. The only precedent to
today’s Maoist violence
was in January 2013 when
a police officer was killed
in a similar operation in
Sukma, Chhattisgarh.

Today’s attack came at
a time when Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
addressing an election
rally in Jharkhand asked
Maoists to drop guns and
participate in nation-build-
ing. “There is no place
for violence,which does no
good to anyone. I appeal to
those who have picked up
the gun to shun it and
pick up the plough. This
is your country and work
shoulder to shoulder in
developing it,” he said
addressing the rally

STANLEY THEODORE
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New Delhi / Washington,
21 November: India has
invited US President
Barack Obama to be the
chief guest at the 2015
Republic Day celebra-
tions, an invitation which
has been accepted by the
American leader.

“This Republic Day, we
hope to have a friend over...
Invited President Obama
to be the 1st US President
to grace the occasion as
Chief Guest,”Modi tweet-
ed. Confirming Obama's
acceptance, the Press Sec-
retary on the President's
Travel in a statement said,
“At the invitation of Prime
Minister Modi, the Pres-
ident will travel to India
in January 2015 to par-
ticipate in the Indian
Republic Day celebration
in New Delhi as the Chief
Guest.“This visit will
mark the first time a US
president will have the
honour of attending
Republic Day, which com-
memorates the adoption
of India's Constitution.

“The President will
meet with the Prime Min-
ister and Indian officials
to strengthen and expand
the US-India strategic
partnership.” Modi met
President Obama in Sep-
tember in USA for talks
on two consecutive days.

Earlier this month,
Modi met Obama at an
East Asia summit in
Myanmar and an agree-
ment was struck there to
allow WTO trade deal that
India had stalled over con-
cerns that its food subsi-
dies to the poor could face
legal challenges.

External Affairs Min-
istry spokesman Syed
Akbaruddin said in New
Delhi,“He (PM) did extend
an invitation to President
Obama for 26 January’’.
SNS/PTI
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ABHIJEET ANAND 
anandabhijeet@thestates-
man.net 
New Delhi, 21 November 

The six national polit-
ical parties, it seems,
are still non-commit-
tal over accepting the
order of CIC declaring
them as public author-
ities under the Right
to Information Act.

Defying CIC, none
of the six national
political parties turned
up today for giving
their response after
notices were served
to them on complaints.

After listening to the
arguments presented
by an NGO, a promi-
nent RTI activist and
Delhi High Court
lawyer regarding the
violations, CIC has
reserved its directions
for the political parties
as well as its order
regarding the amount
of penalty under the
RTI Act.

However, the Asso-
ciation of Democrat-
ic Reforms (ADR) has
demanded a compen-
sation from the CIC as
it said this has “a very
serious detrimental

effect on the state of
democracy” as maxi-
mum penalty that can
be awarded to the polit-
ical parties is Rs 25,000.

“All political parties
cannot be treated at
par. Some of the polit-
ical parties are rich
and others are poor.We
have demanded that a
five percent of the
average annual income
of the political par-
ties should be paid as
compensation,” said
Mr Jagdeep Chhokar,
a founder member of
the Association of
Democratic Reforms.

CIC: Parties non-committal 
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TMC MP Srinjoy Bose at the CBI office in connection with the Saradha scam in Kolkata on Friday. ��Souvik Das 
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