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WASHINGTON: In a video of  an 
execution released on Sunday, the 
ISIS shows the beheading of  a third 
American. The victim was a former 
Army Ranger and aid worker who 
had converted to Islam.

Abdul-Rahman Kassig, 26, 
earlier known as Peter, had been 
captured in October 2013 but had 
managed to send a letter to his fam-
ily through a released hostage. That 
was his last contact with them.

Kassig appears in the video with 
the same ISIS terrorist who was 
in all the other videos, covered 
in black, whom the authorities 
suspect to be British and one who 

speaks in the same accent. “This is 
Peter Edward Kassig,” the terrorist 
said to the camera, “a US citizen 
of  your country. Peter, who fought 
against the Muslims in Iraq while 
serving as a soldier under the 
American army, doesn’t have 
much to say.”

The earlier victims, Americans 
Jim Foley and Steven Sotloff  and 

Briton David Haines, delivered 
scripted speeches denouncing 
Western military action against 
the ISIS. This was the fifth behead-
ing of  Westerners by the ISIS.

The military strikes have only 
intensified, with one targeting the 
ISIS leadership last week. There 
was speculation that Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi, their top leader, may 

have been hit. The ISIS later said
he was not.

“We’re aware of  a video that
claims to show the murder of  US
citizen Peter Kassig by ISIL,” US
National Security Council spokes-
man Bernadette Meehan said. “The
intelligence community is working
to determine its authenticity.”

In an audio released to the fam-
ily, notesWashington Post, Kassig
said, “I’m obviously pretty scared
to die, but the hardest part is not
knowing, wondering, hoping, and
wondering if  I should even hope
at all ... If  I do die, I figure that at
least you and I can seek refuge and
comfort in knowing I went out as
a result of  trying to alleviate suf-
fering and helping those in need.”

I S I S  R E L E A S E S  N E W  V I D E O

‘Jihadi John’ beheads US aid workerBig B’s big offer for Kolkata’s own ‘Ghajini’
LENDING A HELPING HAND

HT Correspondent
 ■ letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Bollywood Shahen-
shah Amitabh Bachchan, 
who has been camping in 
Kolkata for the past two 
weeks to shoot for Shoojit 
Sircar’s Hindi film, Piku, 
took to his blog to try and 
extend a helping hand to an 
ailing fan.

Bachchan, who was shoot-
ing at Lahabari on Saturday, 
spotted the fan with his name 
inscribed all over his body. 
Big B, known for helping the 
needy, wrote on his official 
blog on November 15 that he 
was keen to provide assist-

ance to this fan.
“I think the person with 

‘Amitabh’ inscribed all over 
him has a problem… I think 
he has an ailment and he 
needs help... I saw him in the 
crowd trying to attract my 
attention, but security was 
too tight...

“I shall investigate and 
see if  I can be of  some 
assistance... he gave some 
documents to security of  his 
medical examinations… I 
must see them,” he posted on 
his blog.

Throughout his shoot 
in Kolkata, Big B has often 
taken to Twitter and his blog 
to talk about his love for 

the city and its people. On 
Saturday, he again mentioned 
how the people of  Kolkata 
had always supported him.

“They are not subjected to 
any kind of  compulsion, nor 
are they compelled… they 
are just what Kolkata is, was 
and shall remain ever — a 
passionate, loving, most dedi-
cated unit of  humans that 
have unique abilities within, 
to cheer and win the hearts 
of  us all,” he wrote.

The megastar is sched-
uled to shoot at various 
scenic locations, such as St 
John’s Church in the city on 
Monday.

 >> SEE ALSO P4

 ■ The fan at ‘Piku’ shoot.
COURTESY AMITABH BACHCHAN BLOG

(US) MILITARY STRIKES 
HAVE INTENSIFIED AND 
THERE’S SPECULATION 
THAT ABU BAKR 
AL-BAGHDADI, TOP ISIS 
LEADER MAY BE DEAD

Kunal back in jail, 
security tightened
HT Correspondent
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KOLKATA: Suspended Trinamool 
Congress Rajya Sabha MP Kunal 
Ghosh, who tried to commit sui-
cide on Friday was shifted to the 
Presidency Correctional Home’s 
hospital on Sunday evening.

Ghosh had taken some sleeping 
pills in his cell. Sources said secu-
rity had been doubled in the jail 
before Ghosh was shifted. It has 
been decided that senior officers 
there should make hourly rounds 
to make sure that he is not able to 
make another such attempt, which 
was not only a cause for embarrass-
ment for the jail authorities, but 
also the state government.

Before his suicide attempt, 
Ghosh was lodged in a specially 
guarded cell in Presidency jail 
in block ‘Poila Baish’ (No.s 1 to 

22). His neighbours included top
Maoists leaders, terror accused
and gangsters.

Senior police officers said Ghosh
would be kept in the same cell once
he became fit. But now, the security
outside his cell has been tightened.
Two CCTV cameras have already
been installed inside and outside
the cell where Ghosh will stay. This
has been done to keep a constant
watch on Ghosh’s activity round
the clock. In addition, two sentries
will be posted outside his cell 24x7.
Besides, the jail officials will search
his cell periodically and Kunal
will be searched multiple times
a day. “His interaction with other
inmates will also be curtailed,” a
police officer said.

“We’re taking no chances. It’s
happened once. We want to ensure
such an incident doesn’t take place
again,” a senior police officer said.

 ■ Peter Kassig  AP FILE PHOTO
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KOLKATA: In a gruesome incident, 
a group of  junior doctors of  NRS 
Medical College and Hospital 
allegedly tied a mobile phone thief  
to a pillar inside their hostel and 
beat him to death on Sunday. The 
victim is yet to be identified.

The police said the youth was 
beaten up with bamboo sticks 
on the third floor of  the hostel, 
which is adjacent to the build-
ing where the college principal’s 
office is located. A razor was also 
retrieved from the spot. 

The body has been sent to the 
NRS Hospital police morgue for 

a post-mortem examination. The 
Entally police have detained two 
employees of  the college canteen, 
Benu Ondia and Pradip Giri, in 
this connection.

“He was declared brought 
dead to the emergency ward. 
Preliminary investigations 
pointed to assault. The police 
found him in the corridor of  the 
building’s third floor. We found 
him with his hands tied. We’ve 
seized some wood and bamboo 
sticks and started a suo motu mur-
der case,” Dhrubojyoti Dey, DCP, 
East Suburban Division, said.

“A case has been registered and 
the police are investigating. I’ve 
spoken to the principal. That’s 

all I have to say at this moment,” 
Dr Sashi Panja, women and child 
welfare minister and president of  

the governing body of  the hospi-
tal, said. “A probe is on and the 
law will take its own course,” 

MoS (Health) Chandrima 
Bhattacharya said.

Besides a police investigation, 

principal Manju Banerjee has 
also formed a seven-member 
committee to probe the incident. 
The panel will submit its report 
on Monday.

The incident happened on the 
third floor of  the junior doctors’ 
hostel around 6am when the 
victim, an outsider, was found 
loitering around. He was caught 
red-handed by a junior doctor in 
room No. 99 while stealing a cell 
phone. Other medical students 
rushed to the room when their 
colleague raised an alarm.

The junior doctors then 
reportedly dragged him to 
another room and tied him to a 
pillar. He became unconscious 

after being thrashed severely
by the doctors. “I don’t know
anything about it,” Ondia, the
canteen employee, told journal-
ists while he was being taken to
the police station.

Contractual labourer Rabiul,
the only eyewitness, confirmed
that the youth was beaten to death.
“Around 6am, I saw the youth, who
was tied to a pillar, being thrashed
by 10 to 12 students (junior doctors
and medical students) with bam-
boo sticks,” Rabiul said.

› AROUND 6AM, I SAW 
THE YOUTH, WHO 

WAS TIED TO A PILLAR, 
BEING MERCILESSLY 
THRASHED BY 10 TO 12 
JUNIOR DOCTORS AND 
MEDICAL STUDENTS  
WITH BAMBOO STICKS
RABIUL, Eyewitness ■ Eyewitness Rabiul on the NRS Hospital premises in Kolkata on 

Sunday. RAMKRISHNA SAMANTA/HT PHOTO moreinside
Junior docs in city need counselling, 
say psychologists;
Labourer-witness sacked? >> P3

Cell phone thief lynched by docs at NRS Hospital
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Nehru unites CPM, 
Cong & Trinamool
HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: Years after they parted 
ways bitterly with the Congress, 
the CPI(M) and the Trinamool will, 
for the first time, attend the party’s 
function on Monday as it celebrates 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s 125th birth 
anniversary. A host of  other top 
non-NDA leaders, too, are set to 
attend the Congress’s event that has 
become a “platform against com-
munalism” for non-NDA forces.

Senior Trinamool leader Saugata 
Roy said, “We’re an offshoot of  the 
Congress family. We believe in 
Nehru’s ideology. In the current 
political scenario, many ideals of  
Nehru are under threat.”

CPI(M) politburo member 
Sitaram Yechury said, “People will 
be going there for Nehru. I don’t  
think there’s any other reason.”

Even as the Congress did not 
invite PM Narendra Modi, draw-
ing sharp criticism from the BJP, 
sources said Congress chief  Sonia 
Gandhi had personally invited 
these leaders for two seminars 
on November 17 and 18.

JD(U) leader Nitish Kumar, RJD 
chief  Lalu Prasad, JD(S) leader HD 
Devegowda and Samajwadi Party 
president Mulayam Singh Yadav 
are expected at the function where 
such international leaders as 
former Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai, ex-President of  Ghana 
John Kufuor, Nelson Mandela’s 
key aide, Ahmed Katherda, and 
Pakistan’s human rights activist, 
Asma Jehangir, will be present.

CPI(M) general secretary 
Prakash Karat, its politburo 
member, Sitaram Yechury, and 

Trinamool chief  Mamata Banerjee 
will attend the seminars on 
Monday. Banerjee reached Delhi 
on Sunday evening.

Ironically, this will be the first 
event which will see Karat-Yechury, 
as well as their arch rival Banerjee.

This will be Banerjee’s first 
visit to the capital after the Lok 
Sabha elections. The Bengal chief  
minister, who is facing increasing 
BJP heat and looking for a suitable 
partnership to check the saffron 
rise in her state, may also meet 
the Congress president, party 
sources say.

Before she left for Delhi, 
Banerjee said Nehru’s mantra of  
“unity in diversity” held relevance 
for the country’s progress. “Pandit 
Nehru personifies pluralism and 
secularism. This is beyond politics. 
This is about saving our nation 
from communal, divisive forces,” 
Derek O’Brien said.

The topics for the two seminars 
are ‘Inclusive democracy and peo-
ple’s empowerment’, and ‘Nehru’s 
world view and a democratic glo-
bal order for the 21st Century’.

› PANDIT NEHRU 
PERSONIFIES 

PLURALISM AND 
SECULARISM. THIS IS 
BEYOND POLITICS. THIS 
IS ABOUT SAVING OUR 
NATION FROM COMMUNAL 
AND DIVISIVE FORCES 
DEREK O’BRIEN, Trinamool leader

 ■ Chief minister Mamata Banerjee at Kolkata airport on Sunday before 
leaving for New Delhi to attend the seminar on Nehru.   TAPASI BASU

 mustread
TAX DEDUCTION GIVEN TO SEZs 
A ROUTE OUT FOR BLACK MONEY
The Supreme Court-constituted special investiga-
tion team on black money has questioned the tax 
deduction given to Special Economic Zones, Free-
Trade Zones, Software Technology Parks of India 
and Export-Oriented Units, saying it had become
a major escape route for black money. >>SEE P7

India scores, G20 backs Modi 
on black money 
BIG BANG MOVE Member countries agree to 
exchange information and amend global tax rules
Agencies

 ■ letters@hindustantimes.com

BRISBANE: The G20 countries, on 
Sunday, endorsed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s concerns over 
black money, committing to mod-
ernize global tax rules and put in 
place a mechanism for automatic 
exchange of  information by 2018.

The move comes at a time when 
the Supreme Court is hearing a 
matter on black money stashed 
away by Indians in overseas banks. 
The Centre has already submitted 
627 names of  account-holders to 
the court and a special investiga-
tion team (SIT) is probing the case.

Sunday’s push by the G20 coun-
tries, which account for 85% of  
the world’s GDP and 90% of  global 
trade, will bolster India’s efforts 
at securing information from 
tax havens. Unofficial estimates 
of  illegal money stashed away 
abroad by Indians range between 
$460 billion and over $1.4 trillion.

The Indian government called 
the outcome an “unprecedented 
success”. “India’s concerns over 
black money and tax avoidance 
have found an echo and have been 
taken on board the final G20 com-
muniqué,” the Prime Minister’s 
Office tweeted.

On the second and final day 
of  the G20 summit here, Modi 
reiterated the need for close pol-
icy coordination among major 
economies, saying it was impor-
tant not just for addressing the 
challenge of  black money, but 
also to battle terrorism, drug-
trafficking and arms smuggling.

In a communiqué, the leaders 
of  the world’s 20 largest economies 
said, “We endorse the 2015-’16 G20 
anti-corruption plan that will sup-
port growth and resilience.”

To prevent cross-border tax eva-
sion, the countries endorsed “the 
global common reporting standard 
for the automatic exchange of  tax 
information on a reciprocal basis”.

Supporting exchange of  infor-
mation, Modi said it would be 
instrumental in getting data on 
unaccounted money stashed away 
abroad and helping bring it back.

Black money was a big issue in 
the 2014 Lok Sabha elections and 
Modi notified the SIT on his first 
day in office as part of  a wider 
clampdown on corruption that he 
promised during the campaign.

The G20 anti-corruption plan 
seeks to ensure investments by cor-
porates or individuals and their 
details shared among countries. It 
also urges ensuring that informa-
tion is shared between domestic 
and international agencies.

 CONTINUED ON P7

BRISBANE: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, on Sunday, 
had his first meeting with 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel who flagged con-
cerns over the scrapping of  
German language from the 
third language slot in state-
run Kendriya Vidyalayas.

Merkel, who met Modi in 
his first engagement of  the 

day, told him “our relations 
are deepening” and also 
invited him to Germany.

The Chancellor raised the 
issue of  German language 
teaching being dropped and 
asked the Prime Minister 
to look into the issue, said 
external affairs minis-
try spokesperson Syed 
Akbaruddin.  >> SEE P7

MERKEL RAISES LANGUAGE ISSUE

 ■ Prime Minister Narendra Modi upon his arrival for unveiling of the 
statue of Mahatma Gandhi in Brisbane on Sunday.  PTI PHOTO

Sixth seeded Saina Nehwal 
overcomes Japan’s world junior 
champion Akane Yamaguchi 
21-12, 22-20 to win her second 
Super Series title of 2014

This is the Olympic bronze 
medalist’s first win since she 
split with her coach Pullela 
Gopichand to train under 
Vimal Kumar

SRIKANTH STUNS 
SUPER DAN

SAINA 
GOING 
STRONG

India dominates China Open Super Series. Top 
shuttlers Kidambi Srikanth, Saina Nehwal win 
singles titles in Fuzhou, China, on Sunday

>> 

World No. 16 Kidambi Srikanth (left) pulls off 
biggest upset of his career. Claws victory against 

two-time Olympic champion Lin Dan
to win the men’s crown

This was the first defeat 
in a final for world no. 14 
Lin Dan since the Korea Open 
in 2012

>>  SEE SPORT

The 21-year-old national champion from 
Hyderabad beat five-time world 
champion ‘Super Dan’ in straight games

21-19, 21-17 in 46 minutes

 shortstories

NAPOLEON’S HAT 
SOLD FOR $2.2MN
PARIS: One of Napoleon’s 
famous two-pointed hats was 
sold on Sunday to a South 
Korean collector for 1.9 million 
euros ($2.2 million) at an auc-
tion outside Paris. The black-
felted beaver fur ‘bicorne’ hat 
is one of only 19 examples left 
of the French emperor’s unusu-
al headwear, and was sold by 
Monaco’s Grimaldi family. AFP

weather today

FORECAST: Mainly clear sky. 
Maximum relative humidity was 
90% and minimum 40%. 
Rainfall: Nil.

HIGH  30°  LOW  17°  

GAME ON

SUNDAY’S RESULT

Kerala Blasters FC   1
Delhi Dynamos FC   0

MUMBAI CITY FC VS FC GOA
TODAY’S MATCH 7 PM

RESHAPING INDIA
NOVEMBER 21-22, 2014

EXCLUSIVE HT-GFK 
14-CITY SURVEY 
Ahead of the Hindustan Times 
Leadership Summit, we roll out 
over the week the findings 
from an in-depth, 14-city 
survey, touching up on a 
variety of domestic and global 
issues that are helping shape a 
new, dynamic India.   P9

 ■ Napoleon Bonaparte

TMC-BJP CLASH IN 
PARUI KILLS ONE
PARUI: Sheikh Jasimuddin, claimed 
by the BJP as its supporter, was 
shot dead as clashes between the 
Trinamool Congress and the saf-
fron party continued in Birbhum’s 
Parui for the third consecutive day 
on Sunday. One Sheikh Hasan suf-
fered bullet injuries in another vil-
lage within the Parui police sta-
tion area and was admitted to 
Suri district hospital. P3

Japan debuts train that 
travels at 500kmph
LONDON: Japan debuted its new 
maglev train that travels at an 
incredible speed of 500km per hour 
or 311 miles an hour. The 27-mile 
trip went by in a flash for the 100 
passengers as the train, which 
‘floats’ above the tracks using mag-
netic levitation, hit speeds of 500 
kmph. The Central Japan Railway 
Company is to run 8 days of testing 
for the experimental train. ANI

Anti-Maoist ops: 1st woman 
commando team deployed
NEW DELHI: For the first time in 
history, a special squad of women 
troops has been deployed deep 
inside the jungles to undertake 
active and prolonged operations 
against Maoists. With the induc-
tion of these CRPF commandos — 
in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand — 
India is now one of a few coun-
tries to deploy women personnel 
in a live conflict zone. HTC

*CHANGES WEEKLY, IN PER CENT
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