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BEETLE BAILEY ® By Mort Walker

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The
Supreme Court on Friday ap-
proved the Centre’s decision to
reconstitute the prime minis-
ter-headed National Board for
Wildlife (NBW) with “indepen-
dent” members in a decision
which would pave the way for
clearing of about 165 big infra-
structure projects.

A green bench presided over
by Chief Justice H L Dattu took
on record submission made by
Attorney General Mukul Ro-
hatgi, who said that independ-
ent members had already been
incorporated in the board.

The apex court had, on Au-
gust 28, restrained the newly-
constituted NBW from clear-
ing any project falling in and
around national parks, wildlife
sanctuaries and tiger reserves.
The court's order had come on
a public interest litigation con-
tending that the committee’s
re-constitution was not done in
consonance with the Wildlife
Act, 1972.

Chandra Bhal Singh, a
wildlife enthusiast and resident
of Pune, challenged a July 22,
2014 notification changing the
constitution of the board.

The NBW has been re-con-
stituted with eight new mem-
bers, Rohatgi said, prompting
the court to dispose of the pe-
tition.

The NBW is very crucial in
the sense that it is the apex
body under the chairmanship
of the prime minister under the
1972 Act and its standing com-
mittee, headed by the Environ-
ment Minister, is entrusted
with the task of reviewing proj-
ects. A fresh committee under
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar had on August 12
cleared most of the 140 proj-
ects, awaiting review by the
panel.

The petitioner had claimed
that the July 22 notification did
not give due representation to
the members of the society at
large, including the NGOs and
scientists community, thereby
becoming “illegal” and in
“gross violation of the law and
Constitution”.

SC approves
govt move on
apex green
committee

Kalyan Ray

NEW DELHI, DHNS: India is in
talks with 24 nations in the In-
dian Ocean region for sharing
maritime intelligence informa-
tion that would not only help
New Delhi to strengthen its
coastal security network but
also provide better assessment
of the security dynamic in the
strategic South China Sea.

“National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval is leading the dia-
logue with 24 nations,” Rear
Admiral K K Pandey, assistant
chief of naval staff in-charge of
communications, space and
network-centric operations,
said here on Friday.

The negotiations are in the
final stages, the officer said
while briefing on the Navy’s new
information management and
analysis centre at Gurgaon that
will be inaugurated by Defence
Minister Manohar Parrikar on
Sunday. Admiral Pandey re-
fused to identify the number of
countries with whom India was
talking. But he admitted that
nations on the east of Malacca
Strait, too, were on the list.

While the exact nature of in-
formation that New Delhi
seeks remains unknown, from
a strategic perspective, India
would like to know a lot more
about the cargo movement in
the South China Sea where ves-
sels come transiting through
one of the three straits–Malac-
ca, Sunda and Lombok. 

Almost 80 per cent of Chi-
na’s energy cargo transits
through Malacca. Former
Navy Chief Admiral D K Joshi
last year stated that the Navy
was prepared to protect the oil
and Natural Gas Commission's
oil exploration vessels in the
disputed South China Sea in
case of any unwanted interven-
tion from China.

India in talks
with 24 nations
over maritime
intelligence

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Disgraced
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) Director Ranjit Sinha
met the scam-tainted former
president of Medical Council
of India Ketan Desai several
times at his home, but the
agency did not acknowledge
these meetings.

Responding to a query made
under the Right to Information
Act, the probe agency said it
did not have any information
on any meetings between Desai
and Sinha.But documents sub-
mitted in the Supreme Court
including a visitor’s book for
Sinha’s house have reportedly
recorded five meetings be-
tween Desai and Sinha. The log
book was submitted to the
bench in a sealed cover. Sinha’s
lawyers never denied the alle-
gations about those meetings.

“We are going to lodge an
appeal, as permitted under the
RTI Act, against the seemingly
cooked up information provid-
ed by the CBI central public in-
formation officer. More impor-
tantly, we are also going to
bring this deplorable situation
to the notice of the home min-
istry,” said Kunal Saha, a US-
based doctor, who runs a non-
governmental organisation.

Former MCI
chief met
Ranjit Sinha

Mandur, from Page 1

“We will divert the trucks to
Terrafirma landfill at Dodda-
ballapur and Karnataka Com-
post Development Corporation
(KCDC) at Bommanahalli from
Friday night,” he added. 

Joint commissioners of Yela-
hanka and east zones also re-
ceived instructions from Jain
not to send garbage to Mandur
and instead divert the trucks to
other locations from Friday. 

Joint Commissioner (Yela-
hanka Zone) Virupaksha
Mysore, said: “The Mavallipura
landfill has been reopened on
Friday. The landfill will hold
300 MT tonnes of waste per
day from east, west and Yela-
hanka zones.” Jain said that
dumping of waste at S Bingipu-
ra, Terrafirma, Lakshmipur
and Mavallipura will continue.
The MSGP unit at Doddaballa-
pur, which can process up to
500 tonne of waste, has started
functioning. The capacity of
KCDC plant is being increased
from 300 to 500 tonne, he said.

Meanwhile, Bengaluru in-
charge minister Ramalinga
Reddy said BBMP has begun
phasing out dumping garbage
at Mandur landfill ahead of the
December 1 deadline. “From
Friday, Palike has started phas-
ing out dumping garbage at
Mandur. Quantity has been
considerably reduced from to-
day (Friday). It will be com-
pletely stopped by this month
end, ” he said.

Residents of Mandur were
in a jubilant mood on hearing
news that the BBMP has been
told to stop dumping waste in
the vicinity. Plans are afoot to
hold victory celebrations on a
large scale. “We will hold a
function on December 1 and
honour freedom fighter H S
Doreswamy and other leaders
who supported us. We will also
hold a feast and cultural pro-
grammes,” M A Sreenivas
Gowda of Mandur told Deccan
Herald.

Doreswamy said: “I am hap-
py that the chief minister kept
his word. The next focus should
be on clearing the accumulated
waste at the landfill. I will soon
attend a meeting to be held by
villagers to discuss the issue.”
DH News Service 

BBMP told to
stop dumping

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The
Supreme Court on Friday re-
fused to stay the government's
decision to drop German as an
alternative to Sanskrit in the
third language category in
Kendriya Vidyalaya schools.

A bench presided over by
Justice A R Dave, however, is-
sued notice to the Human Re-
source Development (HRD)
Ministry and others, deciding
to hear a PIL challenging the
controversial move which was
likely to affect about 70,000
students of class VI to VIII.

The Board of Governors
(BoG) of the Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS),
headed by HRD Minister Sm-
riti Irani, had in its meeting on
October 27 decided that
"teaching of German language
as an option to Sanskrit will
be discontinued herewith". 

German has been kept as an
additional subject for stu-
dents. The court fixed the mat-
ter for hearing on November
28.

A group of parents of
Kendriya Vidyalaya students
approached the apex court
challenging the government
decision.

“The KVS has failed to take
into account the pertinent fact
that such a decision cannot be
taken mid-session as it would
amount to throwing into com-
plete disarray the overall aca-
demic preparation of the af-
fected students,” the petition
said.

SC refuses to
stay decision to
replace German
with Sanskrit

KOLKATA: In a major set-
back to Trinamool Congress,
another senior leader and
party’s Rajya Sabha MP
Srinjoy Bose was arrested
by the CBI on Friday in con-
nection with the multi-crore
Saradha scam. 

Bose is the third party leader
to be arrested after Kunal
Ghosh and retired IPS officer
Rajat Majumdar.

“Bose has been arrested for
his prima facie involvement in
the case relating to Saradha

Realty on allegations of crimi-
nal conspiracy, misappropria-
tion of funds and deriving un-
due financial benefits,” a CBI
spokesperson told reporters in
the city. Bose was summoned
by the central agency for ques-
tioning on Friday and was later
taken into custody.

Sources said that while Bose,
the owner of a Bengali daily,
had struck a deal to provide ed-
itorial content to a television
channel owned by Saradha
Group, the central agency

found an unaccounted flow of
money from the group to Bose.
Although the deal came to an
end sometime in 2012 before
the group went bust in 2013,
several large payments seem
to have been made to Bose, the
reasons for which remain un-
clear.

While Mamata had come
out in defence of both MPs,
senior Trinamool leaders also
defended their leaders by ques-
tioning the CBI’s “political mo-
tives”. Senior party leader
Saugata Roy alleged that the
CBI has no credibility since the
agency’s director Ranjit Sinha
had to be removed from the 2G

scam case on the Supreme
Court’s orders. Roy told a na-
tional channel that Trinamool
as a party “remains as strong
as ever”.

Even as the opposition par-
ties — BJP, Left and the Con-
gress — are having a field day,
for the, Trinamool this could
spell trouble with the party set
to face elections to the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation and
other civic bodies in 2015 and
the Assembly polls in 2016.
With BJP emerging a stronger
force, it could spell further hit
for the ruling party, some Tri-
namool leaders admitted. The
situation has already gone
against the ruling party in Ben-
gal, with even Mamata’s clean
image being questioned.

Even though the CBI had
also summoned Transport

Minister Madan Mitra, Textile
Minister Shyamapada
Mukherjee and senior Con-
gress leader Somen Mitra,
Madan got himself admitted to
a private clinic around four
days back with various com-
plaints. While this seemed like
a stalling tactic, he was later
shifted to the state-run SSKM
Hospital and is reportedly set
to undergo a surgery for tu-
mours, which doctors say are
benign. 

With the CBI setting up a
medical board to look into his
condition, speculations are rife
that he could also be arrested. 
DH News Service

TMC MP Srinjoy Bose arrested in Saradha case
Third leader to be arrested in 
the multi-crore chit fund scam

Black money
threat to
global peace,
says Modi
Ill-gotten wealth may
fund terror, fears PM
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said black money could pose
a threat to global peace, as
illegally accumulated wealth
could not only be used to
fund terrorism, but also be
pumped into the narcotics
trade.

“The menace of black mon-
ey has the potential to desta-
bilise world peace and harmo-
ny. Black money brings with it
terrorism, money laundering
and narcotics trade,” he wrote
in a blog post during his recent
nine-day tour to Myanmar,
Australia and Fiji, from which
he returned on Wednesday.  

The prime minister raised
had the issue in the G20 sum-
mit at Brisbane last week, call-
ing for concerted global action
to combat the menace. 

“At the summit, India placed
the issue of existence and repa-
triation of black money at the
forefront of the world commu-
nity. I am glad that the world
community took note of it be-
cause this issue does not affect
one nation selectively,” he
wrote in the post on Friday. 

“As democracies firmly com-
mit to the rule of law, it be-
comes our obligation to collec-
tively fight this evil, and there
was no better occasion than the
G20 to raise this. Our efforts

paid off with the official com-
muniqué reflecting this issue.”

Modi recalled his addresses
to the Parliaments of Australia
and Fiji during his visits to Can-
berra and Suva. He noted that
both addresses were a first for
any Indian premier. His ad-
dress to the Fijian Parliament
was the first by any world
leader. “This is not a personal
achievement, but a reflection
on the respect that the 125
crore people of India have in
the eyes of the global commu-
nity,” he wrote. Apart from at-
tending the G20 summit,
Prime Minister also visited Syd-
ney and Melbourne in addition
to capital Canberra.

“In the case of Australia, this
was the first bilateral visit by an
Indian prime minister in 28
years. Fiji witnessed such a visit
almost 33 years ago. On one
hand, the IT and communica-
tion revolution brought the
world closer, but on the other
hand we could not reach the
shores of these two countries—
each important in its own way—
for almost three decades,” wrote
Modi, adding: “I thought this
must change.”Modi attended
five summits and met 38 world
leaders during his nine-day tour,
including one with leaders of the
Pacific Islands nations that he
hosted in Fiji. 
DH News Service

Srinjoy Bose 

ANNALS OF HISTORY: The process of breaking of decommissioned aircraft carrier, Vikrant, has commenced at the Darukhana
ship breaking yard, located in the eastern coast of Mumbai. DH PHOTO

Mrityunjay Bose

MUMBAI: The scrapping of
India’s first aircraft carrier and
the star of the 1971 Indo-Pak
war began on Thursday at the
Darukhana ship breaking
yard here after several failed
attempts to convert the majes-
tic war ship into a maritime
museum.

“Yes we have started the
process of breaking the ship
from Thursday. The day-to-
day process has started and it
will take six to eight months,”
Abdul Karim Jakha, the pro-
prietor of IB Commercial Pvt
Ltd, a ship breaking company
that won the bid to purchase
the vessel for Rs 63 crore, told
Deccan Herald.

Commissioned on February
16, 1961, Vikrant joined the

Western Fleet at Bombay (now
Mumbai) on November 3,1961.
Armed with powerful anti-air-
craft guns, the ex-Royal Navy
ship was one of the six majes-
tic-class light fleet carriers and
the keel was laid in 1943. 

The ship has a length of
700 feet, an extreme beam of
128 feet (width) and a draught
of 24 feet. The displacement is
around 20,000 tonne.

While Chetaks and the
Westland-make Seakings op-
erated from this ship, the ini-
tial batch of aircraft were the
SeaHawks. The ship was also
equipped with a catapult
launch and arrester wire re-
covery. Later, the ski-jump
was added and the carrier was
made capable for SeaHarri-
ers, which are short-take-off
and vertical landing type. 

Vikrant’s first active opera-
tion was for the liberation of
Goa in December 1961. The
first war-operation was the
Indo-Pak war of 1965, but the
ship was undergoing a period-
ical refit at that time. 

Vikrant's real opportunity
came in the 1971 Indo-Pak war
when Bangladesh was liberat-
ed. Vikrant was decommis-
sioned on January 31, 1997, af-
ter 36 years of glorious service
to the Navy.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment was helpless though
having taken keen interest in
the initial stages. The state
government had accorded ap-
proval to convert Vikrant into
a modern museum under a
Built, Operate and Transfer
project to be implemented by
the Maharashtra Urban Infra-

structure Development Com-
pany Ltd.

Vikrant was to be perma-
nently berthed off the Oyster
Rock near the Radio Club
alongside the Gateway of In-
dia, but since the ship was de-
commissioned, the maritime
museum project has ran into
rough weather several times.

“It is unfortunate that we
could not save the ship. I have
approached everyone....the
Maharashtra government, the
Centre, the Bombay High
Court and the Supreme
Court...it is a sad day of my
life....we were hoping against
hope,” Kiran Paigankar, who
had challenged the scrapping
in the Bombay High Court
and the Supreme Court, told
Deccan Herald. 
DH News Service

Iconic warship Vikrant now in scrapyard

ARUN JAITLEY: Sinha
was appointed by the
previous UPA regime
just a day before a Par-
liament select commit-
tee report on Lok Pal
Bill that provided for
the procedure of such
appointment was to be
tabled in Rajya Sabha.

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Kalaignar
TV (P) Limited, where bribe
money of Rs 200 crore was
“parked” in the 2G spectrum
allocation case, was started by
one of the accused Sharad Ku-
mar at the behest of Dravida
Munnetra Khazagam (DMK)
chief M Karunanidhi.

Kumar, however, did not
receive any remuneration
for starting the channel and
held 20 per cent share in the
company as its promoter
and director. 

“In 2007, Karunanidhi, the
head of the DMK party, called
him (Kumar) to start a chan-
nel called KTV. On his
(Karunanidhi’s) instructions,
he started KTV as a channel
of the DMK and for this he was
not getting any specific remu-
neration,” Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) joint director Hi-
manshu Kumar Lal deposed
before a special CBI court.

Kumar along with another
accused P Amirtham, son of
the elder sister of DMK patri-
arch, used to manage day-to-
day affairs of Kalaignar TV.

He along with other ac-
cused was involved in “acqui-
sition” of bribe money and its
reverse flow which suddenly
started after Raja was called

by the CBI for investigation on
December 25, 2010 in the case,
Special CBI Judge OP Saini
was told.

“He was involved in the re-
verse flow of proceeds of crime
from Kalaignar TV (P) Limited
to Cineyug Films (P) Limited
and projecting the tainted
money as untainted through
various documents like share
subscription agreement,
pledging of shares,” the ED of-
ficial stated.

Amirtham, general manag-
er, director and chief finance
officer (CFO) of the channel,
was instrumental in collecting
money from Anjugam Films
(P) Limited and other compa-
nies as well as dubious
Kolkata-based “accommoda-

tion entry operators” during
the reverse flow of money as
Kalaignar TV (P) Limited did
not have funds of its own to re-
turn it to Cineyug Films (P)
Limited.

“In the cases of Kolkata
based accommodation entry
operators, money was bor-
rowed at a high interest and
the proceeds of crime (money)
was transferred to Cineyug
Films (P) Limited at lower in-
terest rate,” Lal said.

Both the DMK chief’s wife
M K Dayalu and his daughter
Kanimozhi along with Raj and
others were involved in park-
ing of the bribe money at
Kalaignar TV and also in the
reverse flow of the money pro-
jecting the “tainted money as
untainted”.

M K Dayalu, who had the
largest 60 per cent share in
the Kalaignar TV as one of the
promoter shareholders, was
aware of the decisions taken
in the board meetings of the
company. 

“Important decisions and
conversations regarding those
taken in English were trans-
lated to her (Dayalu) in Tamil
during the meetings as stated
by Sharad Kumar and P
Amirtham,” Lal stated.

Karuna’s wife, Kani involved in
proceeds of crime, says ED

Jaitley advises caution in
high post appointments
NEW DELHI, DHNS: CBI Direc-
tor Ranjit Sinha on Friday
showed no signs of quitting his
post or going on leave as he at-
tended an official meeting
chaired by Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley. The minister had
earlier in the day said govern-
ments should be careful while
making appointments to high
posts.

Sinha, who found himself on
the wrong side of Supreme
Court that asked him to recuse
from the 2G spectrum scam
probe, was present in a meet-
ing of chiefs of economic inves-
tigating agencies with Jaitley,
which triggered speculation
that the government might
have asked him to go on leave.

The meeting, which lasted
for about an hour, discussed is-
sues like economic crimes, col-
lection of intelligence and pro-
cedural hurdles in bringing
back black money. 

At a separate function, Jait-
ley said governments should be
extremely careful while mak-
ing appointments to such high
posts.

“You have to look at the legal
regime. I was looking at the law
that applies whether it’s a gap
in law or otherwise. We have
to seriously examine who has
the powers to do that because

the collegium is the new ap-
pointing authority,” Jaitley told
the Hindustan Times Leader-
ship Summit.His response
came when asked about
whether the government
would ask Sinha to step down.

Jailtey said Sinha was ap-
pointed by the previous UPA
regime just a day before a Par-
liament select committee re-
port on Lokpal Bill that provid-
ed for the procedure of such
appointment was to be tabled
in Rajya Sabha.
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2G, from Page 1

He has also held the posts
of Joint Director, DIG and SP. 

He has been associated
with the investigation of a
number of sensitive cases, in-

cluding those entrusted to the
Centre Bureau of Investiga-
tion by the Supreme Court
and high courts that have end-
ed in conviction of the accused
persons.

Dutta has held various po-

sitions in Karnataka as Super-
intendent of Police (Karwar
and Davangere), DIG Intelli-
gence, Security Vigilance and
Northern Range and IG North
Eastern Range.

He has also served as Addi-

tional Director General of Po-
lice (Law & Order) and also as
ADGP in Karnataka Lokayuk-
ta. Dutta has been awarded
the President's Police Medal
for Distinguished Service.
DH News Service

R K Dutta to lead 2G investigation

Kanimozhi
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